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People & Print

KBA COLORA

Internationally proven, cost-effective web offset press
for newspapers and semi-commercials
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Colora four-high tower press for printing
newspapers with a high colour content

he KBA Colora is a highly cost-

effective web offset press for printing
newspapers and semi-commercials.
Modular mechanical and electronic
systems allow it to be customised
for individual production scenarios,
which maximises press-line efficiency
while minimising capital investment
costs. A superior printing and folding
quality, easy handling and maintenance,
together with fast set-ups, a low waste
rate and a high level of flexibility, have
made the Colora the press of choice for
newspaper publishers the world over.

The double-width Colora can be
configured with complete or partial
H units for 1/1, 2/1 or 2/2, or as a
four-high tower for 4/4.

The wide array of optional equipment
for the tower version includes hot-air
dryers for semi-commercials, an
increasingly popular choice. For even
greater production flexibility the
coldset Colora can be configured with a
heatset press, and hybrid installations
are already in operation at West
Australian Newspapers in Perth and at
Poligrafici Editoriale in Bologna, Italy.
Depending on the folder constellation
these presses can deliver either coldset
and heatset copies in two separate
streams or hybrid copies in one single
stream.

The Colora, which has a maximum rated
output of 75,000 copies per hour in
straight production, can be configured

as a single-floor, two-floor or
substructure version and is available
with a choice of cylinder circumferences
ranging from 900mm to 1,197mm
(351/= - 47in). Depending on the
cut-off, web width can vary between
1,200mm and 1,680mm (471/: - 66in).
With the relevant optional equipment
the Colora’s flexibility even extends

to printing different web widths
simultaneously in the various sections.

Standard items of equipment for the
Colora include distributed controls at
subassembly level, KBA DriveTronic
shaftless drives and cutting-edge
console technology with extensive
automation plus a wide choice of
optional extras. This makes it relatively
easy to add extensions and retrofits to
keep pace with advances in technology
and expanding business.
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KBA COLORA Newspaper press Basic concept

Intelligent modularity
Enhanced flexibility

To maximise efficiency and reduce
running, maintenance and service costs
we offer an all-in package called TEM
(Total Efficiency Management) which
embraces customer care, training,
automation features and bespoke
services with the aim of enhancing the
long-term reliability of your press line.

Heatset webs (left) can be inserted in the double-width Colora via a diverter (right) to produce
coldset newspapers with heatset covers or inner sections
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Four-high towers of H units

The printing units can be easily accessed
for plate changing

he off-bearer printing units for

the Colora are engineered to the
highest standards, compact yet freely
accessible, and deliver a superior print
quality.

The box-type frames on the operating
and drive sides are engineered for
strength, stability and rigidity to
guarantee a long service life. Zero-play
multiring cylinder bearings engineered
to the most advanced technological
standards ensure that the solid,
corrosion-protected cylinders run
smoothly and generate very little heat.
An electrically monitored oil-circulation
lubrication system helps minimise
maintenance.

Four-high towers of H units

The compact four-high tower version
with two stacked H units is basically
configured for full-colour blanket-to-
blanket printing with one web or 2/2
with two webs. The printing units
are freely accessible, easy to operate
and have short, straightforward web
leads. Unusually for presses in this
performance class, each printing
couple has its own dedicated AC drive,
which means it can be made ready
independently of the others.
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Newspaper press Printing units

H-type towers

Plate and blanket clamping

The maintenance-free lock-up system
on the Colora allows plates to be
clamped fast and in register without
the aid of tools. The lock-up slots are
continuous to accept double-spread
plates.

With the dual-rail blanket clamping
system each end of the blanket can be
clamped separately for a perfect fit.
Two blankets are placed side by side on
the blanket cylinder. Provision has been
made for blanket-washing units.

Left: 4/4 production
in four-high tower
of H units with
vertical web lead

Right: Examples of
web leads for H units
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Undershot film inking units

he Colora is normally fitted with

undershot film inking units, quarter-,
half- or full-width ink ducts and triple-
roller spray dampening units.

Brilliant colour

Ink ducts with undershot knife holders
and bleed-free segmented ink knives
are recommended for inks with a
higher viscosity, which produce a more
brilliant full-colour print. Undershot
ink ducts are simple to operate and
can be changed in a minimum of time.

Convenient handling

The ink keys are remotely adjusted from
the console. Electrically driven duct
rollers and a superpolyamide-coated
film roller transfer the ink film to the
roller train. The speed of the duct roller
adapts to press speed by following a
curve stored in the computer. As an
option the oscillating ink drums can be
connected to a temperature control
unit. The finely adjustable ink forme
rollers are thrown on and off
pneumatically.

Fast ink changes and cleaning

Ink changes can be completed quickly
and easily with the aid of a simple
system incorporating a wiper blade
and a hook-on collecting trough that
can also be used to store ink. The ink
ducts can be disengaged pneumatically
for cleaning, while maintaining the
specified ink settings. An automatic
feed system for black and process inks
is available upon request, as is an
automatic washing system.

Low-maintenance triple-roller spray
dampener

The dampeners are installed in the
pre-dampening position. The triple-
roller system offers substantial
benefits: a fast response which cuts
start-up waste; uniform dampening
throughout the entire print run and
thus a consistently high print quality;
a space-saving design yet easy access;
and a low level of maintenance.
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KBA COLORA Newspaper press Inking and dampening units
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Precise metering

The fount solution is finely metered
onto the ink drum by a contact-free
spray bar with eight spray nozzles

(two per broadsheet page). Metering

is controlled from the console by
regulating the pulses to each individual
nozzle. Fount solution feed is adjusted
via the characteristic curves for press
speed. Individual corrections can be

made remotely from the console. The Triple-roller spray dampener

plate dampener is finely adjustable 1 8-nozzle spray bar

and can be thrown on and off 2 Intermediate dampening roller
pneumatically. 3 Dampening distributor, driven, oscillating

4 Plate dampener

. . 5 Plate cylinder
Each press section has its own fount

solution preparation, cooling and
pumping unit.
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